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Press reports on this disaster are much exaggerated. There were about 300, 
victims. This figure may be incre:sed by; those wao died in nospital; however, 
this cannot be proved, ae all German doctors were reolaced by Russian doc- 

tors to prevent any leakage of information on the effects of tne catastrophe. 


2, It is certain tat tue accident originated in Lae winding engine shop of 
shaft No 31. (There is no shaft to 35.) lixcessive overload caused tiie cable 
to catch fire, woicn imuediately spread to tue uried planking. Tae smoke 
was sucked into the mine by tne natural air flow, as well as by tie venti« 
lators, which only later were switched off. Thus, rLl levels of Ubject tio 1 
were affected. ‘ork coul: not be resuced Lor wore than a week. 

3. Many German employees were arrested imuediately, the ltussians being con- 
vinced that there had buen sabotage. Some of the Germans are stiil being 
held, Annoying and awkward interrogations », lie wVD have not yet ended. 


4h. Fress reports on tu's accident are nainly based on reporis of wie "Berliner 
Yelegraf", which were copied by tie other newsgapers. 


25X1 somrnent z 


First information on the mine disaster in JOHANSGLORG:NSTADT at tue end of 
Novenber 1949. 
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